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OF THE SOUTHERN TIER

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Canstruction®?
Canstruction is an international hunger-relief competition where groups (often architects, engineers, or
contractors) compete to design and build giant structures made entirely from full cans of food. At the close of the
competition, all of the donations from Canstruction of the Southern Tier event in Broome County will be donated
to the Food Bank of the Southern Tier and CHOW.
The Southern Tier is joined by 100 cities across North America who will hold Canstruction competitions in the
coming year. Highlighting the creativity and compassion of top architectural and engineering firms, these
astounding structures are helping to change the world– by lifting the spirits of those in need, by raising public
awareness, and most importantly, by collecting millions of pounds of food for local food banks.
How Do I Enter a Team?
The first step of this process is to assemble a team of interested volunteers within your firm or organization.
These structures can be planned and built with as few as two people, but the ideal number is between 5 and 10.
If you have some interest, but not enough, you may want to contact another firm that you typically work with and
see if a joint venture could be formed. It is suggested that you attend the Kickoff Meeting to get a
better understanding of how this all works. Once determining that you do want to participate simply submit the
Call for Entries form and your $100 registration fee.
Can Anyone Register a Team?
Yes. It is strongly encouraged that each team have at least one team member in a design related field to
oversee the planning and execution. Structures may appear quite simple, but are often very complex and safety
is always priority.
Who Pays for the Cans?
Individual teams are responsible for covering the cost of all canned food items used in the structure. Teams will
place their own can order with the store of their choosing.
Most teams solicit sponsors to help offset these costs. Team sponsors can be listed on the sign that will be
displayed next to your structure at the event. Tax deductible donations may be made to the Food Bank of the
Southern Tier on behalf of your team, so that the sponsor can be properly receipted. Team sponsors must
indicate which team they are supporting so proper credit can be given.
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How Do the Cans Get Transported to the Event?
Each team is responsible for transporting your cans to the venue. Prior to building, the cans will be dropped at
your build-site by members of the event committee.
My Business is Interested in Canstruction But Has Some More Questions. How Do We Get a Better
Understanding of What is Involved?
1. Visit www.facebook.com/BLIAlumni to view Canstruction photos from previous years.
2. A committee member can come to your office and provide a brief presentation to members of your team,
allowing time for questions to be addressed.
My Business Would Like to Participate, But We Don't Have Enough Team Members. How Can We Be a
Part of Canstruction?
You can certainly partner with another firm in the same situation to form a team. If you need help finding a
partner, let us know - we may be able to put you in touch with another business looking for a partner!
We've Formed a Team and Are Starting to Decide on a Design. What Advice do You Have for First Time
Participants?
Keep it simple! Design your first structure with simplicity in mind, and you'll find that by the end of the event that
you'll have come up with many more intricate designs for the following year.
I Am Interested in Participating But Do Not Want to Build a Structure. What Can I Do?
Event Sponsors are always appreciated! The funds donated will go to the Food Bank of the Southern Tier and
CHOW’s hunger relief work in Broome County. You can also volunteer to assist with event logistics.
I have a question, who do I contact?
For more information, visit www.foodbankst.org/canstruction or contact this year’s Canstruction Chair
Jamie Jacobs via phone (607) 723-7441 x305 or email at BLI.canstruction@gmail.com.

All proceeds to benefit hunger relief in Broome County:
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